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Week Ending Friday, November 4, 2005 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Request To Reallocate Emergency 
Funds for Further Response and 
Recovery Efforts in the Regions 
Affected by Hurricane Katrina 
October 28, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
The devastation wrought by Hurricane 

Katrina across the Gulf Coast States has re-
quired an unprecedented response by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments, as well 
as the private sector. To date, I have signed 
into law two supplemental appropriations 
bills totaling $62.3 billion for hurricane-re-
lated disaster relief. 

To further assist the region in its continued 
recovery in a fiscally responsible way, I ask 
the Congress to consider the enclosed re-
allocation request to provide $17.1 billion in 
emergency funds for further response and 
recovery efforts, by reallocating available 
funding from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund. I 
hereby designate this proposal in the amount 
requested herein as an emergency require-
ment. This request will provide further assist-
ance to meet the needs of victims, continue 
the rebuilding and repair of the region’s in-
frastructure, and accelerate the return of 
Federal agencies to facilities in the region. 

To further efforts to offset the unprece-
dented cost of this disaster and control the 
growth in discretionary spending, I also will 
be sending you a separate rescissions pro-
posal reducing funding for lower-priority 
programs and eliminating excess funds. By 
holding 2006 nonsecurity discretionary 
spending below a freeze and achieving addi-
tional savings through reconciliation legisla-
tion, we will advance our efforts to maintain 
fiscal discipline while continuing to provide 
for the needs of hurricane-affected States. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 

response to these disasters continues unin-
terrupted. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Proposed Budget Rescissions 

October 28, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
Today, in a separate message, I have asked 

the Congress to reallocate $17.1 billion of 
available funding in the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Disaster Relief Fund 
to provide for further response and recovery 
efforts in the regions affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. 

As a further measure to ensure fiscal re-
sponsibility as we continue our unprece-
dented response to Hurricane Katrina, I ask 
the Congress to consider the enclosed re-
quest to rescind $2.3 billion from lower-pri-
ority Federal programs and excess funds. 

As we help the people of the Gulf Coast 
region recover and rebuild from Hurricane 
Katrina, it is more important than ever to 
redouble our efforts to reduce unnecessary 
spending elsewhere in the budget. 

In concert with this rescission proposal, I 
urge the Congress to reduce Fiscal Year 2006 
nonsecurity spending below last year’s levels, 
as proposed in my Budget. In addition, I urge 
the Congress to achieve the maximum 
amount of mandatory savings through rec-
onciliation legislation over the next 5 years. 
These actions will advance our shared goal 
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to maintain fiscal responsibility as we con-
tinue our assistance to hurricane-affected re-
gions. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
October 29, 2004 

Good morning. This week marked another 
important milestone in carrying out our strat-
egy in Iraq. On Tuesday, the Iraqi election 
commission formally certified the passage of 
the new Iraqi constitution, after nearly 10 
million Iraqis turned out to vote on it 2 weeks 
ago. This is a moment of tremendous signifi-
cance for Iraq, the region, and the world. 
Three years ago, when Saddam Hussein 
ruled with an iron grip, the prospect of Iraqis 
voting on a democratic constitution would 
have been unthinkable. Now, the Iraqi peo-
ple have shown that individual rights and rule 
by the people are universal principles and 
that these principles can become the basis 
for free and decent governments throughout 
the Middle East. 

The new Iraqi constitution received sup-
port from Iraqis of all ethnic and religious 
backgrounds. Iraq’s largest Sunni political 
party endorsed the constitution and urged its 
followers to approve the draft. Many more 
Sunnis participated in this vote than in Janu-
ary’s historic elections, and the level of vio-
lence was also dramatically lower. Even those 
who voted against the constitution are now 
organizing and preparing for elections in De-
cember. 

Just 30 months removed from the rule of 
a dictator and 9 months after they first elect-
ed their own leaders, the Iraqi people are 
resolving tough issues through an inclusive 
political process. And this process is isolating 
the extremists who wish to derail democracy 
through violence and murder. 

The terrorists were also watching the Iraqi 
vote. These brutal killers follow a radical ide-

ology that exploits Islam to serve a violent 
political vision. They hope to establish a to-
talitarian state in Iraq that denies all political 
and religious freedom, and they hope to use 
that country as a base for attacks on all peo-
ple, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, who dis-
agree with their twisted perversion of the 
Muslim faith. 

The terrorists’ goals leave no room for in-
dividual conscience or democratic participa-
tion, so they threatened to kill any Iraqi who 
went to the polls, including women and the 
elderly and even those who opposed the con-
stitution. And they continue to use random 
bombings to try to break the will of the Iraqi 
people and of coalition forces, as we saw 
again this week when the terrorists bombed 
two Baghdad hotels. 

Instead of surrendering to intimidation, 
the Iraqi people once again risked their lives 
for their liberty. Instead of turning against 
one another, the Iraqi people turned out to 
express their will at the polls. And instead 
of allowing their nation to become a haven 
for terrorists, the Iraqis are choosing democ-
racy and freedom for their country. 

The political process in Iraq now moves 
forward. Iraqis will return to the polls in De-
cember to elect a new Government under 
their new constitution. This Government will 
be our ally in the war on terror, a partner 
in the struggle for peace and moderation in 
the Muslim world, and an inspiration for peo-
ple across the Middle East to claim their lib-
erty as well. 

Our security at home is directly linked to 
a Middle East that grows in freedom and 
peace. The success of the new Iraqi Govern-
ment is critical to winning the war on terror 
and protecting the American people. Ensur-
ing that success will require more sacrifice, 
more time, and more resolve, and it will in-
volve more risk for Iraqis and for American 
and coalition forces. 

The progress we have made so far has in-
volved great sacrifice. The greatest burden 
has fallen on our military families. We’ve lost 
some of our Nation’s finest men and women 
in the war on terror. Each of them has left 
grieving families and loved ones back home. 
Each loss of life is heartbreaking. Yet these 
patriots have also left a legacy that will allow 
generations of their fellow Americans and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:41 Nov 08, 2005 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P44NOT4.004 P44NOT4


